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Contact: Jeffrey Ross, conference chair and UM chapter president, Am erican Indian Science and 
Engineering Society, (406) 243-5561, jeffrey .ross@ um ontana.edu.
ROLE OF TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE TOPIC OF UM CONFERENCE
MISSOULA—
A two-day conference will be held Friday and Saturday, M arch 3 and 4, at The U niversity 
o f M ontana to discuss indigenous knowledge and its role in m odem  times.
“Traditional K now ledge and W estern Science: Finding Com m on G round” will bring 
experts from across the state, the nation and Canada to the U niversity Center to speak and present 
workshops during both days o f  the conference.
Conference sessions will address traditional ecological knowledge, the ethical 
im plications o f  integrating it into m odem  W estern science, how W estern science can benefit 
from the knowledge and the lim itations o f  each approach in form ing a com plete view o f  nature. 
All conference events will be held on the third floor o f  the U niversity Center.
Cost to register for the two-day conference is $35 before Friday, Feb. 24, $45 after that 
date. Registration also will be available before the conference at 8 a.m. Friday, M arch 3.
The conference begins in the U niversity C enter Ballroom  at 9 a.m. Friday w ith an 
opening circle and prayer offered by Johnny Arlee, elder o f  the Confederated Salish and Kootenai 
Tribes, followed at 9:30 a.m. with the keynote address by Robin K im m erer o f  State University o f 
New Y ork’s College o f  Environm ental Science and Forestry.
F riday’s sessions run from 10 a.m. to 3:45 p.m . with a stick game w orkshop and mini- 
tournam ent to be held at 4 p.m.
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the University Center Ballroom  foyer. Dinner follows at 7 p.m. in the ballroom. A silent auction 
will be held throughout the evening.
The Friday evening event includes a 9 p.m. concert perform ance by M ontana singer, 
songwriter, lecturer and storyteller Jack Gladstone.
The reception, dinner and concert are included in the conference registration fee. 
Additional tickets are available for $30.
Saturday’s conference sessions begin at 9:30 a.m. A closing circle will be held at 4 p.m. 
that day, along with a conference sum m ary and review led by Pat Hurley, professor o f 
environmental science at Salish Kootenai College.
The conference is presented by U M ’s chapter o f  the A m erican Indian Science and 
Engineering Society with support from the U niversity’s Office o f  Research and Developm ent, the 
Division o f  Biological Sciences and Project TRAIN program, the M ontana Experim ental 
Program to Stim ulate Com petitive Research, and the National Science Foundation.
Registration fee waivers through the support o f  M ontana EPSC oR  are available to 100 
undergraduate students from M ontana’s seven tribal colleges, UM  and other M ontana University 
System schools. Students must indicate that they are applying for a fee waiver on their 
registration forms. Conference organizers ask that students who plan to apply for waivers register 
by Tuesday, Feb. 21.
For m ore information and a complete schedule o f events, or to register for the conference, 
call (406) 243-5561, visit http://w w w .um t.edu/aises or e-m ailjeffrey .ross@ um ontana.edu.
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